298                     LYMAN TRUMBULL

heretofore prescribed, including that of the Fourteenth
Amendment; to exclude all persons who could not law-
fully take those oaths and to admit all who had been
expelled on account of color; also requiring Georgia to
ratify the Fifteenth Amendment before her Representa-
tives and Senators should be admitted to seats in Con-
gress. The seventh section of the act authorized Gover-
nor Bullock to call for the services of the army and navy
of the United States to enforce the provisions of the act.
Under this authority, exercised by General Terry, twenty-
four conservatives were expelled from the legislature and
their places were filled by radicals, and the negroes for-
merly excluded were returned to their places. Even this
did not satisfy Bullock. He went to Washington with a
troop of carpet-baggers and a pocketful of money and
railroad bonds and persuaded General Butler, who was
dhairman of the House Committee on Reconstruction, to
bring in a bill for the restoration of Georgia similar to that
of Virginia, with a proviso extending for two years the
term of office of the present legislature, which would other-
wise expire in November, 1870. Butler reported such a bill
from his committee, but Bingham, of Ohio, offered an
amendment to require a new election of the legislature
at the time fixed in the state constitution, and this amend-
ment was agreed to, in spite of Butler's opposition, by 115
to 71.

The Georgia Bill was the subject of an exciting battle
in the Senate where Trumbull supported the Bingham
proviso against the efforts of Morton, Howard, Drake,
Stewart, Sunnier, Wilson, and all of the new Senators
from the South, two of whom (those of Texas) were
hastily admitted in time to vote on the Georgia question.
The first vote was OB the'motion of Williams, of Oregon,
to prolong the life of the existing legislature till Novem-'h the oaths of offices andxcept Texas and Mississippi, during the yearmner's credit or discredit as a statesman that suffrage, irrespective of
